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Management of Acute Infection 

A-T patients are predisposed to upper and
lower respiratory tract infections because of
immunodeficiency, aspiration, and impaired
cough.
• Use of antibiotics should be considered

for treatment of upper or lower
respiratory tract infections that are
severe, accompanied by fever, or persist
for greater than 7 days.

• Precautions should be taken to reduce
the risk of aspiration during respiratory
illnesses.

Preoperative Evaluation and Surgery 

A preoperative evaluation of lung function 
should be performed in all A-T patients 
regardless of age and whether or not they 
have chronic respiratory symptoms. 
• Children and adults with A-T may have

difficulty coming off the ventilator after
surgery or other procedures requiring
general anesthesia.

• Possible alternatives to general anesthesia
and strategies that maximize airway
clearance following anesthesia should
be considered.

• Following placement of a gastrostomy
tube, enteral feedings should be
advanced with caution.

For more information, physicians can log in at UpToDate.com 
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